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I. Course Objectives 
•  Learn the various foundations and practices of our modern 

government in order to be an involved citizen 

•  Strengthen reading, writing, and communication skills in order to 
successfully interact with people in all settings 

II. Scoring and Class Grades 
Rubric-Based Grading Scale: 

•  Exceeding (100%) à Awesome! Sophisticated mastery of the topic 
•  Meeting (75%) à Solid! Clear understanding of the general topic 
•  Approaching (50%) à Great start! Something big missing though 
•  Beginning (25%) à Let’s chat! Something major went wrong 

	
Grading categories: 

•  Daily assignments (35%) à Practice work we do together 
•  Projects & essays (35%) à Formal independent assessments 
•  Citizenship tests (15%) à Studying you do outside of class 
•  Political hours (15%) à Service you do outside of class (10 hours) 

      à These hours are a graduation requirement! 

End-of-semester grades: 

•  A 93-100% / A- 90-92.99%: mostly Exceeding work, with only some Meeting and rare, if any, Approachings or 
Beginnings  

•  B+  87-89.99% / B 83-86.99% / B- 80-82.99%:  a mix of Exceeding and Meeting work, with few, if any, 
Approachings or Beginnings 

•  C+ 77-79.99% / C 73-76.99% / C- 70-72.99%: a mix of the various levels of performances 
•  D+ 67-69.99% / D 60-66.99%: mostly Approaching and some Meeting work, Exceedings are rare, if any 
•  F 0-59.99%: mostly Beginning and Approaching work, and rare, if any, Exceedings or Meetings 

III. Grading Policies  
Daily, Practice Assignments: Unit work will be scored as one collective set, due at the time of assessment. 
This collection of work will be your demonstration of readiness to begin an essay. If you have difficulty 
with or are missing any practice work, please connect with me right away so that you will be ready. 
Individual effort and group participation is expected. This work is not accepted after the assessment. This 
category also includes weekly formative assessments (Quick Checks). 
  
Formal Assessments: This work is individual demonstration of your knowledge and skills related to the unit 
of study. You must demonstrate readiness in order to begin your assessment. Only rare and appropriate 
circumstances will qualify for postponement and you must let me know prior to the set due date.  
  

Re-Assessments: Re-assessment opportunities are provided for any unit project or essay and are granted if 
further preparation is demonstrated and completed outside of class time during the re-assessment 
window. The re-assessment opportunity is not for students who were unprepared on Assessment Day. 
There is no re-assessment opportunity for the citizenship quizzes or final test. 
  
Plagiarism and Cheating: Plagiarism or attempting to submit work that does not reflect your independent 
and honest ability in any way is not tolerated. Various consequences will result depending on severity, from 
re-doing an assignment to earning a score of 0 without a re-assessment opportunity.  

	



III: Communication  
Grades will be posted on Skyward within 48 hours, usually 24. If you have any questions or concerns about the 
individual score or overall calculation on any grade book item, please let me know! Mistakes can happen and learning 
is always an ongoing process. I make reasonable and regular contact throughout the year via email, phone call, or 
postal mail regarding concerns or praise. 
 

Note to Parents: I always welcome your questions or concerns regarding attendance, academic progress, and grade 
book scores. However, in our joint effort to support the whole growth of your student, whenever possible, I ask you, 
first, to let your student practice the vital life skill of advocating for themselves if they have any questions and/or 
concerns. 	

 IV: Accommodations 
If there are any accommodations, no matter how small, necessary to help you to succeed, please let me know as soon 
as possible! We all thrive best when held to strict accountability, but will flounder if that’s impossible to meet. I am 
HAPPY to make any appropriate adjustments to allow you an equitable learning experience and the opportunity to 
demonstrate your ability.  
 

		
V. Behavior Expectations  

You are a young adult. You know what’s appropriate and what’s not. So, in short: 

•  Attendance and preparedness are crucial to your success. à You have to be here. 
•  I need to see your eyes and ears. à You have to be mentally here too.  
•  Disrespectful, harmful, or disruptive behavior will result in consequences. à Nobody likes that. 
•  Cell phones are silent and out of sight, unless deliberately aiding learning. à Multi-tasking is a myth. 
•  Food, drinks, phones, or any others distractions are put away, thrown away, or taken away. à Our time is that precious.  
•  If you are here, you are here to learn. à Our time is still that precious. 

 

If you choose to not act appropriately, the following consequences will be applied: 

1.  Teacher warning and removal of distraction or change of seating by student 
2.  Removal of distraction or change of seating by teacher, return at end of class, contact home if reoccurring 
3.  Removal of distraction or student by administrator or security officer, consequences by administration 

	

#1  _________      

#2 _________       

#3 _________  pass 
                      

Bathroom Passes 
1.  You only have three passes to use this semester. You will survive. 
2.  You will only be excused at an appropriate time and if your learning will not suffer. Our time is that precious. 
3.  These are not meant for any other reason than to use the bathroom. Our time is still that precious. 

To use, present to Ms. Lisser to be voided at time in which your learning will not be impacted by your absences. Then grab the bathroom pass on your way out! 


